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Introduction
While it is the most popular CMS and builder in the world, WordPress 
comes with a fair share of challenges, especially when it comes to 
the following four categories:

 Scalability

 Speed

 Security

 SEO

This ebook explores some of the most common issues and offers 
solutions, as well as alternatives.
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Chapter 1 Scalability issues
A website lacking scalability can struggle to handle increased traffic 
and content growth, leading to performance issues and a poor user 
experience as your business expands.

WordPress and scalability

WordPress is built on a traditional LAMP stack architecture, which 
consists of Linux, Apache, MySQL, and PHP. This architecture 
provides a flexible and robust foundation, allowing developers to 
create all kinds of websites, from simple blogs to complex e-
commerce platforms.

The core of WordPress is designed to be extendable through themes 
and plugins, which allows users to customize their sites to meet 
specific needs. To understand WordPress's scalability, it's essential to 
examine how it handles increased traffic and data.

Server resouces:
WordPress relies heavily on the underlying server infrastructure. As 
traffic increases, the demand for server resources, such as CPU, 
memory, and storage, also rises. Proper server configuration and 
resource allocation are critical for maintaining performance.

Database performance:
WordPress uses MySQL or MariaDB for its database needs. The 
performance of these databases is crucial for handling large 
volumes of data and high traffic. Optimizing database queries, 
indexing, and efficient data retrieval can significantly impact 
scalability.

Caching mechanisms:
Caching is a vital component in improving WordPress performance. 
By storing copies of frequently accessed data, caching reduces the 
load on the server and database. Popular caching solutions for 
WordPress include plugins like WP Super Cache and W3 Total Cache, 
as well as server-level caching provided by web hosts.
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Chapter 1

Scalability issues
Major challenges in 
WordPress scalability 
and how to solve them

While WordPress is a powerful and flexible platform, it has several 
inherent disadvantages when it comes to scalability. These issues 
can become significant as a site grows, impacting performance, 
security, and overall management.

As traffic to a WordPress site increases, performance can degrade if 
the site isn't optimized properly.

High traffic volumes put a strain on server resources, leading to 
slower load times, increased latency, and potential downtime.

1. Performance issues with high 
traffic volumes

How to solve it?

 Implement caching solutions: Use caching plugins like 
WP Super Cache or W3 Total Cache to reduce server 
load and improve page load times by serving static 
versions of your content.

 Optimize server configurations: Enhance server 
performance with configurations such as increasing 
memory limits, optimizing database queries, and 
enabling GZIP compression to handle higher traffic 
efficiently.

 Use Content Delivery Networks (CDNs): Deploy a CDN 
like Cloudflare or Akamai to distribute your content 
across multiple servers worldwide, reducing latency 
and speeding up load times for users regardless of their 
location.

 Migrate to a more scalable solution: Platforms such as 
Webflow have integrated hosting and are pre-
configured to ensure that website can withstand and 
surge in traffic.
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Chapter 1

Scalability issues

One of WordPress’s biggest strengths is its extensive plugin 
ecosystem, which allows users to add a wide range of functionalities 
to their sites. However, this can also lead to complications.

Plugins often have dependencies and can conflict with each other, 
causing performance issues or even site crashes. Managing and 
updating multiple plugins becomes increasingly complex as the site 
grows, requiring significant time and technical expertise.

2. Performance issues with high 
traffic volumes

How to solve it?

 Regularly audit plugins: Conduct periodic reviews of 
installed plugins to identify and remove any that are 
outdated, redundant, or causing conflicts, ensuring a 
streamlined and efficient plugin ecosystem.

 Use quality and well-supported plugins: Opt for plugins 
that are well-reviewed, frequently updated, and 
supported by reputable developers to minimize 
compatibility issues and enhance site stability.

 Implement a staging environment: Test all plugin 
updates and new installations in a staging environment 
before deploying them to the live site to identify and 
resolve conflicts without risking site performance.
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Chapter 1

Scalability issues

To keep a WordPress site running smoothly at scale, regular technical 
optimizations are necessary. This includes tasks such as:

3. Frequent need for technical 
optimizations

How to solve it?

 Regularly audit plugins: Conduct periodic reviews of 
installed plugins to identify and remove any that are 
outdated, redundant, or causing conflicts, ensuring a 
streamlined and efficient plugin ecosystem.

 Use quality and well-supported plugins: Opt for plugins 
that are well-reviewed, frequently updated, and 
supported by reputable developers to minimize 
compatibility issues and enhance site stability.

 Implement a staging environment: Test all plugin 
updates and new installations in a staging environment 
before deploying them to the live site to identify and 
resolve conflicts without risking site performance.

 Database optimization to ensure efficient data retrieval.

 Image optimization to reduce load times.

 Regularly updating and maintaining plugins and themes to 
prevent conflicts and vulnerabilities. These optimizations require 
ongoing attention and technical know-how, which can be a 
burden for site owners without dedicated technical resources.
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Chapter 1

Scalability issues

WordPress's popularity makes it a prime target for hackers and 
malicious attacks. As the site grows, so does the 

. Common issues include:
complexity of 

managing security

4. Security vulnerabilities and 
management

How to solve it?

 Use security plugins: Install comprehensive security 
plugins like Wordfence or Sucuri to provide real-time 
monitoring, firewall protection, and malware scanning, 
safeguarding your site against threats.

 Implement strong authentication measures: Enhance 
login security by enforcing strong passwords, enabling 
two-factor authentication (2FA), and using CAPTCHA 
to protect against brute force attacks

 Regularly update and patch vulnerabilities: Keep 
WordPress core, themes, and plugins up-to-date with 
the latest security patches and updates, and perform 
regular security audits to identify and address potential 
vulnerabilities.

 Vulnerabilities in plugins and themes.

 Brute force attacks on login pages.

 Malware injections. Regular security updates, monitoring, and 
implementing best practices (such as strong passwords and two-
factor authentication) are essential but can be time-consuming 
and require specialized knowledge.
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Chapter 1

Scalability issues

5. Maintenance overheads and 
updates

How to solve it?

 Utilize managed hosting services: Choose managed 
WordPress hosting providers like WP Engine or Kinsta 
that handle core updates, security patches, and 
performance optimizations, reducing the burden on site 
owners

 Leverage staging environments: Implement a staging 
environment to safely test updates for themes, plugins, 
and core software before applying them to the live site, 
minimizing the risk of compatibility issues.

 Automate updates and maintenance tasks: Use tools 
like ManageWP or InfiniteWP to automate updates and 
routine maintenance tasks, streamlining the process 
and allowing more focus on content creation and 
business growth.

Maintaining a WordPress site involves continuous updates to the 
core software, themes, and plugins. Each update carries the risk of 
compatibility issues, which can break site functionality. 

Additionally, the process of testing and implementing updates is 
labor-intensive. This maintenance overhead can detract from 
focusing on content creation and business growth.
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Chapter 2 Speed issues
Slow websites can frustrate visitors, hurt your search engine 
rankings, and ultimately impact the overall user experience.

WordPress and speed

WordPress can experience speed issues in certain situations, 
particularly when sites are not properly optimized. High traffic 
volumes can strain server resources, leading to slower load times 
and increased latency.

Additionally, the use of numerous plugins, especially poorly coded or 
outdated ones, can significantly impact site performance. Without 
regular maintenance and optimization, such as caching, image 
compression, and database management, WordPress sites may 
struggle to maintain optimal speed.

Here are some essential tools for testing the speed.

Google PageSpeed Insights

Analyzes performance on mobile and desktop, providing a detailed 
report with improvement suggestions.

GTmetrix

Offers insights into page load time, total page size, and number of 
requests with a comprehensive performance analysis.

Pingdom Tools

Tests site speed from multiple global locations, providing a detailed 
performance report.

WebPage Test

Provides advanced testing capabilities, including multi-step 
transactions and different device simulations.

Lighthouse

Automated tool for auditing performance, accessibility, progressive 
web apps, and SEO.

YSlow

Analyzes pages and offers suggestions for performance 
enhancement.

Chrome DevTools

Provides performance analysis tools to diagnose rendering, 
scripting, and network activity issues.
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Chapter 2

Speed issues
Major challenges in 
WordPress speed and 
how to solve them

1. Poor hosting service

One of the most common reasons for a slow WordPress site is poor 
hosting service.

The quality of your hosting provider can significantly impact your 
website's speed and performance. Shared hosting plans, which are 
often the cheapest option, can lead to slower load times because 
your site is sharing server resources with many other sites. 

If one of those sites experiences a traffic spike, it can affect the 
performance of your site as well. Additionally, some hosting 
providers use outdated hardware or lack optimized server 
configurations for WordPress, further contributing to sluggish 
performance.

How to solve it?

 Upgrade your hosting plan: This can be an upgrade to a 
Virtual Private Server (VPS), dedicated server, or 
managed WordPress hosting. These options provide 
more dedicated resources to your site.

 Choose a reputable hosting provider: Research a 
hosting provider known for their reliability and 
performance. Look for providers that specialize in 
WordPress hosting, as they often offer optimized server 
configurations and additional features tailored for WP 
sites.

 Migrate to a solution with integrated hosting: Some 
website solutions, such as Webflow, have hosting as 
part of the offer. They are optimized to provide 
maximum speed to their users.

 Regularly monitor your site’s performance: Use tools 
like Google PageSpeed Insights, GTmetrix, or Pingdom 
to regularly monitor your site’s performance.
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Chapter 2

Speed issues

Plugins are an essential part of WordPress, providing additional 
functionality and customization options. However, not all plugins are 
good. 

Some plugins can significantly slow down your website due to poor 
coding, conflicts with other plugins, or the use of excessive 
resources. Having too many plugins installed can also lead to 
performance issues, as each plugin adds extra load to your server.

2. Issues with a plugin(s)

How to solve it?

 Audit your plugins: Review all the plugins you have 
installed and identify which ones are essential for your 
site's functionality. Deactivate and delete any plugins 
that are not in use or add minimal value.

 Update plugins regularly: Ensure all your plugins are up 
to date. Developers frequently release updates to 
improve performance, fix bugs, and enhance security.

 Opt for a solution with no plugins: WP is an open-
source service and plugins are made by external 
parties. More closed solutions, like Wix or Webflow, 
have a more rigorous control of any widgets that 
become part of their ecosystems



Navigating Common WordPress Problems: A Marketer's Guide 13

Chapter 2

Speed issues

3. Big and uncompressed image 
files

How to solve it?

 Optimize images before uploading: Before uploading 
images to your WordPress site, use image editing 
software online tools like TinyPNG to compress and 
resize your images. Save images in web-friendly 
formats such as Webp or PNG.

 Use image optimization plugins: Several WordPress 
plugins can automatically optimize images as you 
upload them. Plugins like Smush, EWWW Image 
Optimizer, and ShortPixel can compress and resize your 
images without significant loss of quality.

 Resize images appropriately: Ensure that the images 
you upload are no larger than they need to be. For 
instance, if your content area is 800 pixels wide, there’s 
no need to upload images that are 2000 pixels wide. 
Use CSS or HTML to set the maximum display size of 
images to match the container they are displayed in.

Large and uncompressed image files can be a major factor 
contributing to slow loading times on your WordPress site. High-
resolution images take longer to load, especially if they are not 
optimized for web use. 

This can lead to increased page load times, negatively impacting 
user experience and SEO performance. Visitors might leave your site 
if it takes too long to load, and search engines may rank your site 
lower due to poor performance.
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Chapter 2

Speed issues

4. A heavy theme

How to solve it?

 Choose a lightweight theme: Switch to a lightweight 
theme that is optimized for performance. Some of 
them provide essential features without the bloat, 
ensuring faster load times.

 Avoid feature-loaded themes: Select themes that offer 
the features you need without excessive additional 
functionality. 

 Optimize theme settings: Disable any features or 
scripts that you do not use. Many themes come with 
customizable options that allow you to turn off 
unnecessary elements.

 Use child themes: If you need to customize your theme, 
use a child theme rather than modifying the main 
theme files. This approach ensures that your 
customizations do not get overwritten during theme 
updates and allows for better performance 
management.

A WordPress theme that is poorly coded or packed with unnecessary 
features can significantly slow down your website. Heavy themes 
often include numerous scripts, styles, and assets that can bloat your 
site and increase load times. 

Additionally, themes that are not optimized for performance can 
cause conflicts with plugins and other site elements, leading to 
further slowdowns.
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Chapter 2

Speed issues

5. Poorly setup caching

How to solve it?

 Use a caching plugin: Install a reputable caching plugin 
to manage your site’s caching needs. Popular options 
include WP Super Cache, W3 Total Cache, and WP 
Rocket. 

 Set caching properly: Ensure that your caching plugin is 
configured correctly. Enable essential caching features 
like page caching, object caching, and browser 
caching. 

 Enable browser caching: Browser caching allows 
visitors’ browsers to store static files like images, CSS, 
and JavaScript locally. This reduces the need to 
download these files every time a visitor returns to your 
site.

 Use Content Delivery Networks (CDNs): Integrate a 
CDN with your caching strategy.

Caching helps reduce the load on your server by storing static 
versions of your pages and serving them to visitors without having to 
generate the page dynamically each time. Without proper caching, 
your server has to process every request from scratch, leading to 
delays and increased resource usage.
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Chapter 2

Speed issues

6. Unminified or unused CSS or 
Javascript

How to solve it?

 Minify CSS and JavaScript: Use plugins like 
Autoptimize or WP Rocket to automatically remove 
unnecessary characters and reduce file sizes, leading 
to faster load times.

 Remove unused CSS and JavaScript: Identify and 
remove unused files with tools like Chrome DevTools. 
Use plugins like Asset CleanUp or Perfmatters to 
disable unnecessary files on specific pages.

 Combine CSS and JavaScript files: Reduce the number 
of HTTP requests by combining multiple files into a 
single file using plugins like Autoptimize.

 Load JavaScript asynchronously: Ensure JavaScript 
files do not block page rendering by loading them 
asynchronously with plugins like WP Rocket or by 
adding the “async” attribute manually.

 Defer JavaScript loading: Improve performance by 
deferring JavaScript loading until after the initial page 
load. Use plugins like WP Rocket or Autoptimize.

 Optimize CSS delivery: Inline critical CSS and defer 
non-critical CSS to speed up initial page rendering. Use 
tools like Critical Path CSS Generator and plugins like 
Autoptimize.

 Migrate to another platform: Due to being open source, 
WP will have messy code. However, platforms such as 
Webflow put clean code above all else, meaning you 
won’t have to worry about CSS or JS slowing down 
your site (unless you manually add more code, that is).

Unminified or unused CSS and JavaScript files can significantly slow 
down your WordPress site. These files add extra weight to your 
pages and increase the time it takes for them to load. 

Minifying these files removes unnecessary characters, such as white 
spaces and comments, reducing their size. Additionally, removing 
unused CSS and JavaScript can streamline your site's performance 
by eliminating code that isn't being utilized.
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Chapter 2

Speed issues

7. Poorly setup caching

How to solve it?

 Limit the number of ads and popups: Reduce the 
number of ads and popups on your site. Focus on 
quality over quantity to maintain a balance between 
monetization and user experience.

 Use asynchronous loading: Load ads and popups 
asynchronously to prevent them from blocking the 
rendering of your page. This can be achieved by 
configuring your ad network settings or using plugins 
designed to load ads asynchronously.

 Optimize ad sizes and formats: Choose optimized ad 
sizes and formats that load faster. Avoid using high-
resolution images or complex animations that can slow 
down your site.

Ads and popups include heavy scripts, images, and external 
resources that increase load times and negatively impact user 
experience. Excessive or poorly optimized ads and popups can lead 
to higher bounce rates and lower search engine rankings.
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Chapter 2

Scalability issues

8. No or poorly configured content 
delivery network

How to solve it?

 Implement a CDN: If you don't already use a CDN, sign 
up for a reliable CDN service like Cloudflare, KeyCDN, 
or StackPath. These services are easy to set up and 
can dramatically improve your site's speed and 
performance.

 Configure CDN settings properly: Ensure that your CDN 
is configured correctly. Follow the provider’s setup 
instructions to integrate the CDN with your WordPress 
site. Most CDNs offer plugins or detailed guides to help 
with configuration.

 Use a CDN plugin: Utilize WordPress plugins like CDN 
Enabler or W3 Total Cache to simplify the integration 
and management of your CDN. These plugins help 
ensure that your CDN is properly configured and 
working effectively.

A Content Delivery Network (CDN) can significantly enhance the 
speed and performance of your WordPress site by distributing your 
content across multiple servers worldwide. 

Without a CDN, or with a poorly configured one, your site may 
experience slower load times, especially for visitors who are 
geographically distant from your server.
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Chapter 3 Security issues
Slow websites can frustrate visitors, hurt your search engine 
rankings, and ultimately impact the overall user experience.

WordPress and security

Being the most popular CMS in the world, WP was a subject to a 
range of different attacks. Here’s a brief overview of some of the 
security breaches and cyberattacks that could happen if you start 
neglecting your WordPress security.

Malwares and Viruses

Can infect your WordPress site, leading to data theft, unauthorized 
access, and compromised website functionality.

SQL Injection

Attacks occur when malicious actors insert harmful SQL code into 
your database queries, potentially allowing them to access, modify, 
or delete sensitive data.

XSS (Cross-Site Scripting) Attacks

Involve injecting malicious scripts into webpages, which can then 
execute in the browser of anyone who visits the compromised site, 
potentially stealing cookies, session tokens, or other sensitive 
information.

Phishing

Trick users into providing sensitive information such as login 
credentials by disguising malicious sites or emails as legitimate ones.

SEO Spam

Involves injecting spammy keywords, links, and content into your site 
to manipulate search engine rankings, often leading to blacklisting by 
search engines.

DDoS (Distributed Denial of Service) Attacks

Overwhelm your website with a flood of traffic from multiple sources, 
causing it to slow down or crash, making it inaccessible to legitimate 
users.

Brute Force Attacks

Involve repeatedly trying different username and password 
combinations to gain unauthorized access to your WordPress admin 
panel.
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Chapter 3

Security issues
Major challenges in 
WordPress security and 
how to solve them

1. No security plugins installed

WordPress, by default, doesn't come with extensive security 
measures out of the box. Without security plugins, your website is 
vulnerable to various types of attacks such as brute force attacks, 
malware injections, and other malicious activities. 

Security plugins provide essential features such as firewalls, malware 
scanning, and login protection.

How to solve it?

 Install a reputable security plugin: Choose from 
popular security plugins like Wordfence or Sucuri 
Security (it is best you research other options as well). 
These plugins offer comprehensive security features 
and regular updates to protect against new threats.

 Regularly update your plugins: Keep your security 
plugins updated to benefit from the latest security 
patches and improvements.

 Configure your plugin properly: Ensure you configure 
the plugin settings according to your website’s needs. 
This includes setting up firewalls, enabling malware 
scans, and setting up login protection mechanisms like 
two-factor authentication (2FA).
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Chapter 3

Security issues

Outdated plugins and themes are one of the most common 
vulnerabilities in WordPress. Hackers exploit known vulnerabilities in 
outdated software to gain access to websites. Keeping your plugins 
and themes up-to-date is crucial for maintaining a secure website.

2. Outdated plugins & themes

How to solve it?

 Regular updates: Set a schedule to regularly check and 
update all plugins and themes. WordPress also allows 
you to enable automatic updates for plugins and 
themes.

 Use trusted sources: Only download plugins and 
themes from the official WordPress repository or 
trusted developers to ensure they are regularly 
maintained and secure.

 Remove unused plugins and themes: Uninstall any 
plugins or themes that are not actively used on your 
website. Even inactive plugins can pose a security risk if 
they are outdated and vulnerable.
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Chapter 3

Security issues

3. Poor plugins that lack security

How to solve it?

 Research before installing: Before installing a new 
plugin, check its reviews, ratings, and update history. 
Look for plugins that are regularly updated and have 
positive feedback from users.

 Limit the number of plugins: Only install plugins that are 
absolutely necessary for your website’s functionality. 
Fewer plugins mean fewer potential vulnerabilities.

 Security audits: Use tools like WPScan to scan your 
website for insecure plugins and take appropriate 
action to mitigate risks.

Not all plugins are created equal. Some plugins may have poorly 
written code, lack security measures, or be abandoned by their 
developers.
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Chapter 3

Security issues

4. Insecure hosting environemnt

How to solve it?

 Choose a reputable hosting provider: Select a hosting 
provider that prioritizes security. Look for features such 
as SSL certificates, server monitoring, regular backups, 
and security protocols.

 Use managed WordPress hosting: Managed WordPress 
hosting providers often offer enhanced security 
features specifically designed for WordPress websites. 
This can include automatic updates, malware scanning, 
and optimized server configurations.

 Implement server-side security measures: Ensure your 
server is configured with security measures like 
firewalls, intrusion detection systems, and regular 
security audits.

The security of your WordPress site is heavily dependent on the 
security of your hosting environment. An insecure hosting 
environment can lead to vulnerabilities such as data breaches, 
server-side attacks, and unauthorized access to your website files.
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Chapter 3

Security issues

5. Weak login credentials

How to solve it?

 Use strong passwords: Create complex passwords that 
include a combination of upper and lower case letters, 
numbers, and special characters. Avoid using easily 
guessable passwords like "password123" or "admin."

 Change default usernames: Create a new admin user 
with a unique username and delete the default "admin" 
user.

 Enable two-factor authentication (2FA): Implement 
2FA for an added layer of security. This requires users 
to provide two forms of identification before gaining 
access to the admin panel.

Weak login credentials make it easy for hackers to gain access to 
your WordPress admin panel through brute force attacks. Using 
simple passwords and common usernames can significantly 
compromise your website's security.
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Chapter 3

Security issues

6. Lack of control over user roles 
and persmissions

How to solve it?

 Assign appropriate user roles: Assign roles based on 
the principle of least privilege. Only grant users the 
minimum level of access they need to perform their 
tasks.

 Review user roles regularly: Regularly review and 
update user roles and permissions to ensure they are 
still appropriate. Remove access for users who no 
longer need it.

 Use role management plugins: Use plugins like User 
Role Editor to customize and manage user roles and 
capabilities. This allows you to fine-tune permissions 
and restrict access as needed.

Improper management of user roles and permissions can lead to 
unauthorized access and potential security breaches. Giving users 
more access than they need can increase the risk of accidental or 
malicious actions.
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Chapter 3

Security issues

7. Misconfigured web servers

How to solve it?

 Regular security audits: Conduct regular security 
audits to identify and fix misconfigurations. Use tools 
like Nmap or Nikto to scan your server for 
vulnerabilities.

 Secure server configurations: Implement secure server 
configurations by disabling unnecessary services, 
restricting file permissions, and using secure 
communication protocols (e.g., HTTPS). Configure your 
server to limit information disclosure.

 Update and patch regularly: Keep your server software 
and components up to date with the latest security 
patches and updates to protect against known 
vulnerabilities.

Improper management of user roles and permissions can lead to 
unauthorized access and potential security breaches. Giving users 
more access than they need can increase the risk of accidental or 
malicious actions.
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Chapter 3

Security issues

8. Insecure third-party integrations

How to solve it?

 Vet third-party services: Before integrating any third-
party service, conduct thorough research to ensure it is 
reputable and secure. Look for reviews, security 
certifications, and a history of updates.

 Use secure APIs: Ensure that any third-party 
integrations use secure APIs with encryption and 
proper authentication methods. Avoid using outdated 
or insecure integration methods.

 Regularly review integrations: Periodically review all 
third-party integrations for any updates or security 
patches. Remove any integrations that are no longer 
needed or supported.

Integrating third-party services and plugins can enhance your 
WordPress site’s functionality, but they can also introduce security 
risks if not properly vetted and secured. Insecure integrations can 
lead to data breaches, unauthorized access, and other security 
issues.
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Chapter 3

Security issues

9. Poorly configured CDN

How to solve it?

 Choose a secure CDN provider: Select a CDN provider 
that prioritizes security and offers features such as 
DDoS protection, SSL support, and secure token 
authentication.

 Implement HTTPS: Ensure that your CDN is configured 
to use HTTPS to encrypt data in transit. This prevents 
data interception and tampering.

 Configure access controls: Set up access controls to 
restrict who can modify your CDN settings. Use strong 
authentication methods and monitor access logs for 
suspicious activity.

Content Delivery Networks (CDNs) can improve the performance 
and availability of your WordPress site, but a poorly configured CDN 
can introduce security vulnerabilities. Misconfigurations can lead to 
data exposure, unauthorized access, and other security issues.
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Chapter 3

Security issues

10. Misconfigured web servers

How to solve it?

 Use strong database credentials: Create strong, unique 
usernames and passwords for your database. Avoid 
using the default database prefix (wp_) and change it 
to something unique to reduce the risk of SQL injection 
attacks.

 Secure server configurations: Implement secure server 
configurations by disabling unnecessary services, 
restricting file permissions, and using secure 
communication protocols (e.g., HTTPS). Configure your 
server to limit information disclosure.

 Regular backups and monitoring: Regularly back up 
your database and store backups securely. Monitor 
your database for any unusual activity or unauthorized 
access attempts. Use tools like Wordfence or Sucuri to 
monitor database security.

Improper management of user roles and permissions can lead to 
unauthorized access and potential security breaches. Giving users 
more access than they need can increase the risk of accidental or 
malicious actions.
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Chapter 4 SEO issues
Neglecting SEO long-term can have negative impact on your organic 
traffic.

WordPress and SEO

WordPress offers several native SEO features that provide a solid 
foundation for optimizing your website for search engines. Some of 
these key features include:

Customizable Permalinks

WordPress allows you to create SEO-friendly URLs, known as 
permalinks, which can be customized to include relevant keywords 
and improve search engine rankings.

Title and Meta Tags

You can easily set custom titles and meta descriptions for your posts 
and pages, helping search engines understand the content and 
relevance of your pages.

Headings and Subheadings

WordPress’s content editor enables the use of headings (H1, H2, H3, 
etc.), which are crucial for organizing content and improving 
readability, both for users and search engines.

Image Optimization

The media library in WordPress allows for alt text descriptions and 
captions for images, contributing to better image search 
optimization.

Mobile Responsiveness

Many WordPress themes are designed to be mobile-friendly, 
ensuring your site performs well on all devices, which is a significant 
factor in search engine rankings.

Despite these built-in features, to truly optimize a WordPress site for 
SEO, additional tools and plugins are often necessary.
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Chapter 4

SEO issues
Major challenges in 
WordPress SEO and 
how to solve them

1. Default URL structures

WordPress's default permalink settings are not SEO-friendly. By 
default, the platform generates URLs with query strings containing 
numbers and symbols, such as ?p=123. These URLs are not 
descriptive or keyword-rich, which can negatively impact search 
engine rankings. A clean, descriptive URL structure is crucial for both 
users and search engines to understand the content of a page. 

How to solve it?

 Update permalink structure: Change the permalink 
structure to a more SEO-friendly format like /
%postname%/ in the WordPress dashboard settings.

 Use SEO plugins: Use a plugin like Yoast SEO to 
customize and optimize URL structures for better 
search engine visibility.

 Review and update URLs: Regularly review and update 
old URLs to ensure they remain descriptive and 
relevant to the content.
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SEO issues

WordPress can inadvertently create duplicate content through 
various mechanisms, which can confuse search engines and dilute 
the ranking potential of your pages. Common causes include tag and 
category archives, date-based archives, author archives, and 
pagination issues with comments and multi-page posts. This 
duplication can lead to penalties from search engines, as they prefer 
unique content.

2. Duplicate content

How to solve it?

 Set canonical URLs: Use SEO plugins like Yoast SEO to 
set canonical URLs, indicating the primary version of 
each page to search engines.

 Manage indexing settings: Adjust your indexing settings 
to prevent tag, category, and date-based archives 
from being indexed by search engines.

 Consolidate duplicate content: Regularly audit your 
site to identify and consolidate duplicate content, 
merging or removing redundant pages and posts.
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3. Heavy use of plugins

How to solve it?

 Regularly audit installed plugins: Periodically review 
and deactivate any plugins that are no longer 
necessary or are rarely used to reduce load times.

 Opt for lightweight, well-coded plugins: Choose 
plugins from reputable developers with good reviews 
and a record of regular updates to ensure efficient 
performance.

 Limit plugin use: Whenever possible, use a single plugin 
that offers multiple functionalities instead of multiple 
plugins for different tasks to minimize code bloat.

While plugins add valuable functionality to WordPress sites, 
overusing them can lead to significant performance issues that 
negatively impact SEO. Each plugin adds its own code and resources, 
which can slow down page load times and cause conflicts between 
plugins. 

Slow loading times are a critical factor for SEO, as they affect user 
experience and can lead to higher bounce rates.
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4. Theme and plugin code quality

Poorly coded themes and plugins can cause a range of issues that 
impact SEO. 

These can include slow loading times, security vulnerabilities, and 
incompatibility issues that affect site performance. Themes and 
plugins with inefficient code can bloat your site and make it sluggish, 
which is detrimental to SEO.

How to solve it?

 Choose reputable developers: Select themes and 
plugins from reputable developers and marketplaces 
with positive reviews and a history of regular updates to 
ensure quality and reliability.

 Test before implementing: Test new themes and 
plugins in a staging environment to check for 
performance issues and compatibility with your 
existing setup.

 Keep everything updated: Regularly update your 
themes and plugins to the latest versions to benefit 
from performance improvements, security patches, 
and new features.
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5. Poor mobile optimization

How to solve it?

 Use a truly responsive theme: Choose a theme that is 
designed for mobile optimization and thoroughly tested 
for responsiveness on various devices and screen sizes.

 Optimize mobile user experience: Implement mobile-
specific features like touch-friendly buttons, easily 
readable fonts, and streamlined navigation to enhance 
the mobile user experience.

 Test and optimize regularly: Use tools like Google’s 
Mobile-Friendly Test and regularly test your site on 
different devices to identify and fix any mobile 
performance issues.

Although many WordPress themes claim to be responsive, not all 
deliver a seamless mobile experience, which is crucial for SEO given 
Google's mobile-first indexing. A site that doesn’t perform well on 
mobile devices can suffer in search rankings.



Navigating Common WordPress Problems: A Marketer's Guide 36

Chapter 4 WordPress 
alternatives
WordPress is the largest player in the industry, but it's not for 
everyone. Sometimes, the common challenges it presents are best 
solved by migrating to platforms that solve them.

If you’re considering WordPress alternatives, it’s essential to 
understand their individual differences and limitations, which will help 
you pick the most suitable option.

The Best WordPress Alternatives

Webflow Wix

Shopify Drupal

Squarespace Joomla

Weebly

https://webflow.com/
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1.

Section of the chapter

Webflow is widely regarded as the best alternative to WordPress. It’s 
a visual development tool with a fast-growing community 
responsible for hundreds of thousands of sites on the web.

Designers and developers can use Webflow to build professional and 
production-ready custom websites without having to write code 
using a visual designer tool, one of the many functions offered by this 
builder.

Users have complete control over the code without writing it. 
However, professional developers can always jump in and explore 
HTML, CSS, JavaScript, JS libraries, and more, which Webflow 
automatically writes as you design the site. The code is clean and 
can be easily exported for further use.

Webflow specializes in building business websites and is slowly 
entering the e-commerce field by introducing various capabilities, 
such as membership logic, and more. The builder also offers hosting 
services, a Webflow academy, and more. 

It’s continually challenging the norms of web development, making it 
more convenient, yet more powerful.

https://www.flow.ninja/blog/what-is-webflow
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Here’s a list of some features you 
can expect from Webflow

Visual Design Tool

A powerful, drag-and-drop tool that enables designers and devs to 
create responsive websites visually.

Responsive

Easily adapt the design for a range of different devices.

Custom Code Integration

Allows users to add custom HTML, CSS, and JavaScript to their 
projects for greater flexibility and control.

CMS (Content Managemenet System)

A flexible CMS that enables dynamic content management, making 
it easy to create and update blog posts, portfolios, and other types of 
content.

E-Commerce Functionality

Tools for building and managing online stores, including product 
management, order processing, and customizable checkout 
experiences.

Interactions and Animations

Advanced interaction and animation tools that let you create 
engaging and interactive experiences without needing complex 
code.

SEO Tools

Built-in SEO tools to help optimize your site for search engines, 
including customizable meta tags, alt text for images, and clean 
semantic code.

Hosting and Security

Reliable and secure hosting on Amazon Web Services (AWS) with 
features like SSL certificates, global CDN, and automatic backups.

Template Marketplace

Access to a variety of professionally designed templates that can be 
customized to fit your needs.

Collaborative features

Allows multiple users to collaborate on the same project, making it 
easier to work with teams.

https://www.flow.ninja/webflow-templates
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Integrations

Integrates with a wide range of third-party services and tools to 
extend functionality.

Staging and Publishing

Provides a staging environment for testing changes before 
publishing them live.

Client Billing

Features for freelancers and agencies to manage client billing 
directly within the platform.

Extensive Documentation and Support

Comprehensive resources, tutorials, and customer support to help 
users get the most out of the platform.
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Wix - Best alternative 
for portfolio websites

2.

The Wix website builder is easy to use and comprises almost all the 
elements needed to create an online presence. It features an intuitive 
approach to website building and is optimized for beginners. 

Wix offers a range of templates for various purposes that can speed 
up the site creation process. There’s no need to know coding to use 
Wix, and that’s why 125 million users prefer using Wix over 
WordPress.

Wix’s only downside is that it’s not too customizable if you’re sticking 
to templates and don’t code, but you can still make pretty impressive 
websites. Its primary use is for small sites, such as personal 
portfolios.

Features

 WYSIWYG editor with 
powerful, easy-to-use 
tools

 With Wix Artificial Design 
Intelligence, you can build 
personalized websites

 800+ design templates

 Layout and design can be 
customized with built-in 
tools

 Powerful eCommerce 
platform with a hosted 
solution

 Effortless coding for 
advanced functionality

 SEO-friendly, mobile-
friendly, and includes a 
mobile editor.

https://www.flow.ninja/blog/webflow-vs-wix
https://www.flow.ninja/blog/webflow-vs-wix
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3.

Shopify is probably the #1 WP alternative for eCommerce. 
Therefore, if you plan to set up an online store and start selling 
products quickly, Shopify can speed up the process with the help of 
its user-friendly tools, various payment options, and more. The 
service is easy to set up, as it offers guided assistance which can 
come in handy if you don’t have prior experience with running a store 
on the web.

The gross payments volume on Shopify has grown from $707 million 
in 2012 to $175 billion in 2021, with 43.2 billion recorded only in Q1 of 
2022. Therefore, it’s safe to say that many eCommerce businesses 
have complete trust in Shopify as the best alternative for WordPress.

Features

 Technical support is 
provided 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week

 Completely hosted

 Modern Shopify themes and 
templates with stylish 
designs and interactive 
features

 Themes can be tailored to 
your needs

 A user-friendly backend 
makes adding products and 
variants easy

 Easily track the status of 
orders, notes, and comments

 Multiple payment options are 
available

 Tax and shipping calculator 
with a unique interface

 Integrating crypto wallets 
with digital stores through 
tokengated commerce

 You can link personal 
benefits to NFTs with 
exclusive NFT commerce 
experiences

 Shopify POS and B2B 
integration
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4.

Drupal is a popular CMS WordPress alternative, considered the #1 
pick for those seeking advanced content management capabilities. 
The open-source service is highly scalable and fast, offering a range 
of features to cater to a range of websites.

Drupal is very similar to WordPress, as it features themes and 
modules, just like the most popular CMS has themes and plugins. 
Most of them even share identical software requirements as WP, 
Joomla, and similar services.

Features

 A modular structure that 
enables content to be 
created in a variety of ways. 

 Themes help to set up your 
online presence quickly.

 A starter kit consists of 
Drupal content packaged as 
'distributions'

 Functionality can be scaled 
by integrating with external 
services and apps

 Reliable and highly secure

 Support for audio, video, and 
image files

 Providing decoupled and 
hybrid decoupled delivery of 
multi-channel content 
through APIs

 A mobile-first approach with 
customizable workflows
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5.

Squarespace is an all-in-one builder for all types of websites, offering 
a fully-managed site builder with a range of features. The service 
encourages a creative approach to website creation through 
innovative tools and options.

Features

 Professionally designed, all-
in-one templates for your 
website

 Entire sections can be 
customized by dragging and 
dropping

 A website builder that 
includes features for building 
eCommerce websites as well

 App/service integrations in 
dozens

 Hosting that is free, 
unlimited, and has no 
bandwidth or storage limits

 All pages are mobile-
friendly, compatible with 
AMP

 Upgrade to Fluid Engine, a 
drag-and-drop editor with 
greater customization 
options
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Choosing the best WordPress alternative for your business involves 
careful consideration of your specific needs, goals, and resources. 
Here are some key factors to consider:

1.

2.

Identify your business needs

Before exploring alternatives, it's crucial to clearly define what your 
business requires from a website. Consider the following:

Purpose

Is it for e-commerce, blogging, a portfolio, or a corporate site?

Functionality

Do you need booking systems, membership areas, forums or 
advanced SEO tools?

Content Management

How much control do you need over your content structure and 
presentation?

Assess ease of use

Evaluate the learning curve associated with each platform. Some 
alternatives are more user-friendly and require little to no technical 
knowledge, while others offer greater customization but may be 
more complex.

Webflow

Offers more design flexibility with a steeper learning curve.

Wix and Squarespace

Known for their intuitive drag-and-drop interfaces.



Navigating Common WordPress Problems: A Marketer's Guide 45

Chapter 5

Final thoughts: Finding 
the best WP alternative 3.

4.

5.

Consider customization and 
flexibility

Consider how much you need to customize your site. If you require 
extensive customization and unique features, look for platforms that 
offer this without needing extensive coding skills.

Webflow

Provides excellent customization with robust tools.

Shopify

Great for e-commerce with extensive customization options.

Evaluate costs

Evaluate the total cost, including hosting, themes, plugins, and any 
additional features you may need. Consider your budget and the 
value each platform offers.

Wix

Flexible pricing plans depending on your needs

Examine performance and 
security

Website speed and security are crucial for user experience and trust. 
Look for platforms that are known for reliable performance and 
robust security features.

Webflow

Optimized for performance with built-in security features.
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7.

8.

Support and maintenance

Consider how much support you’ll need. Some platforms offer 
extensive customer support and handle maintenance for you, while 
others might require you to manage more aspects yourself.

Squarespace and Weebly

Provide comprehensive support and maintenance.

Joomla

Offers flexibility but requires more hands-on management.

Consider scalability

Think about the future growth of your business. Choose a platform 
that can scale with your business, accommodating more traffic, 
additional content, and new functionalities as needed.

Shopify

Scales well with growing e-commerce businesses.

Webflow

Offers advanced features for growing businesses.

Explore SEO and marketing tools

A good website needs to be visible to your target audience. Look for 
platforms with strong SEO and marketing tools to help you attract 
and retain visitors.

Squarespace

Built-in SEO and marketing tools.

Webflow

Advanced SEO capabilities.
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Final thoughts: Finding 
the best WP alternative Webflow is currently the main 

competitor to WordPress, as it offers 
a superb website builder tool 
combined with hosting options. 

It has taken website building and management to the next level. With 
proper assistance from  you will be able to build a 
robust and captivating website that boosts your online presence and 
contributes significantly to the success of your business.

Webflow experts,

https://www.flow.ninja/


Ebook

Want learn more 
about migrating your 
WordPress website to 
Webflow?

Get in touch with our team and 
schedule a free consultation call.

Book a call

Our portfolio Explore our services More useful resources

https://www.flow.ninja/lets-talk-flow
https://www.flow.ninja/our-work
https://www.flow.ninja/webflow-agency
https://www.flow.ninja/free-resources

